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The aim of this project is to examine the verb derivational forms and
construction types in the languages of the Niger-Congo language family in Africa. Especially we
focused on the passive forms and passive constructions and we found that three types of passive
constructions are normally recognized in Niger-Congo languages: 1) Typical passive constructions,
as in Bantu languages, which have derivational passive verbs. 2) Impersonal passive constructions,
widely attested throughout the family from West African languages to Bantu languages, which have an
impersonal subject in an active sentence with a patient noun as an object. 3) Other “ passive-like”

constructions, found in the Mande and Gur language branches, which have transitive/intransitive
verbs with a patient noun as a subject and an arbitral agent noun as an adjunct. We suspect that
there would have been a historical change from 1 to 3.
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