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Developing diachronic research on Yukaghir based on empirical data
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The author analyzed the grammatical structure of the Yukaghir language in
the past, based on materials on the Yukaghir language at the end of the 19th century by Waldemar
Jochelson, an ethnologist from the period of imperial Russia. Based on the results, the author
empirically clarified the changes that led to modern Kolyma Yukaghir and discussed the factors
behind the changes. From the perspective of historical syntax, the development of the citation
construction and the historical formation of the periphrastic past through the process of
grammaticalization were discussed. Furthermore, from the perspective of historical pragmatics, the
author examined changes in the usage of the evidential mood and discussed grammatical focus
phenomena and their stylistic effects. Moreover, the author pointed out the remarkable development
of clause chains over the past century and discussed the possibility of the development of clause
chains through the formation of converbs and grammaticalization.
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