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Metalinguistic Functions in Doctor-Patient Interactions
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This study concerns metalinguistic functions, including metasemantic and

metapragmatic aspects, of doctors® interactions with patients. Interview narratives were analyzed to
understand three points of doctor-patient interaction: 1) the metalinguistic function of blood
pressure measurement and heart auscultation, 2) meta semantic function of expressing the word ™
death™, and 3) the metapragmatic frame reflected by the terms "illness" and "medical treatment" when
discussing a cerebral infarction. Analysis revealed that the various attitudes of doctors within
the frame of the metalanguage were caused by differences in each doctor®s specialization and
diagnostic experience. Male/female differences did not appear to be significant.
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