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Psycholinguistic studies of ellipsis and comparatives--aiming for theorizing
about syntax and semantics interfaces
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This study examines whether Japanese-speaking children are able to interpret
predicative comparatives with the phrasal complement. The results show that until 6 years of age,
children seem to have difficulty interpreting comparatives. | propose that their poor performance
stems from the difficulty with the notion of Maximality, and therefore, with the notion of the
maximum degree, essential to the (degree) semantic analysis of comparatives. We also raise the
possibility that children younger than 6 take relative gradable adjectives as “ extreme” or *“
categorical” adjectives. This study also examined whether Japanese-speaking children are able to
calculate informational strength associated with the connectives ka and ya ° or’ . The children were
found to assign non-adult-like interpretations to ka and ya.
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New trends in language acquisition withing the generative perspective




