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Corpus based analysis of semantic features of compound verbs and their
synonymous expressions
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Japanese is known to be rich in compound verbs consisting of two verbs
joined together. Recently the Japanese compound verb lexicon was constructed by National Institute
for Japanese Language and Linguistics (NINJAL). However, it has no information on relation with
synonymous words and phrases. We automatically extracted synonymous expressions of compound verbs
from corpus which was “ 5 hundred million Japanese texts gathered from web.”

Then we manually compile the list of synonymous expressions of about 2700 Japanese compound verbs by

assessing the result. Then we chose 400 compound verbs frequently used in corpus, and made
synonymous words and phrases correspond to Japanese thesaurus “ Bunruigoihyo” published by NINJAL.
As a result, the number of synonymous expressions that we obtained is 2690. Among them, 60% of the
expressions belonged to semantic categories in “ Bunruigoihyo.” Most expressions were belonging to
two categories, “ action and effect” and “ mind.”
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