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A Research on Syntactic Configurationality of Modern Japanese - in Contrast to
Participial Constructions in English -
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The purpose of this research is to consider the syntactic configurationality
of Japanese from a new standpoint. I observed how the syntactic configurationality is embodied in
English and Japanese by contrasting English texts including participial constructions and their
Japanese translations.Throughout English participial constructions, there is a common characteristic
that the event expressed in the main clause occurs in the same situation as the event expressed in
the participial phrases.
In contemporary Japanese, there is no such form that can express broad relations as participial
constructions. But in classical Japanese, base-forms or Te-forms structures bore such functions.
They juxtaposed events and made flat structures. Japanese language has later developed
configurational structures such as adnominal constructions.



Ajet flew up into the air, making a great noise.

Scott Fitzgerald The Great Gatshy
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(  DMaking a short deft movement Tom Buchanan broke her nose with his open hand. (
593)

(  2) Turning a corner | saw that it was Gatsby"s house, lit from tower to cellar.
( 1295)
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( 3) There was a slow pleasant movement in the air, scarcely a wind, promising a
cool lovely day.( 2636)

( 4) He waited a moment longer, hoping I"d begin a conversation, but I was too absorbed
to be responsive, so he went unwillingly home.

( 1340)
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( 5) No, said Gatsby, shaking his head.( 2269)
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( 6)" I"'m going to make a big request of you today," he said, pocketing his souvenirs
with satisfaction,” so | thought you ought to know something about me.( 1048)
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(https://www._ninjal .ac. jp/event/specialists/project-meeting/files/20110911-020re/
20110911 hashimoto.pdf)
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