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In this research project, 1 have conducted a comprehensive cognitive
linguistic analysis of indirect directive constructions in English, with a special focus on
frequent verbs and their uses. The main findings include: (i)There are commonalities as well as
differences between indirect directive constructions as a whole and the imperative regarding
frequent verbs. The verb TELL, for example. is generally frequent in both indirect directives and
the imperative whereas LET is frequent only in the imperative; (ii) While different indirect
directive constructions tend to have different sets of frequent verbs, systematic differences can be

discerned between request constructions (such as CAN YOU VP?) and suggestion constructions (such

as WHY DON*T YOU VP?). (iii)All these findings provide squort for the present researcher”s earlier
hypothesis that "The greater the cost and the lower the obligation the longer and more tentative a

directive expression becomes."(Takahashi 2012).
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“ The higher the degree of COST and the lower
the degree of OBLIGATION to comply, the longer and/or more tentative a directive
construction becomes.”
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(1) can you (2) why don” t you (3) I want you to (4) will you (5) would
you (6) could you I wonder if you I’ d appreciate it if you Would
you mind (i) tell
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mother I' 11 see her tomorrow.) can you 0
“ TELL [Oi: NP][Od: wh-clause]” (e.g- Can you tell me what it is?)
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(3) Why don’ t you Why not (i) Why don’ t you 4
go Why not
have come Why don’ t you
Why not (ii) tell Why don’ t you
Can you  Will you
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(iii) Why
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WHY DON' T THEY? WHY
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come (iir) will you
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(6) 1 want you to ) 3 Can you, Why
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take a look, take a listen, take care of, take a bath, take a deep breath
take a look, take a listen
attention-getter (iv) I want you to | want
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