©
2016 2019

A study of a derivational affix that is not a type: the prefix a- and its
establishment, decline, and spread
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We examined the grammar and history of an exceptional derivational affix
in English. The prefix "a-" found in words such as "asleep," "awake," and "aboard" is exceptional
and does not form a class or type with other English prefixes. In present-day English, there is no
other prefix that produces predicative-only adjectives. Understanding why a particular element
behaves differently from the majority in this way is significant for linguistic descriptions and
theories that aim to uncover the rules and systems of a language.

The major results of our investigation are threefold. First, adpositions (P) are instrumental in
the creation of new adjectives. Second, the traditional grammaticalization analysis about "a-" is
not sufficient. After the Middle English, new items began to be produced by a word-formation rule.
Third, the locational prepositions “on" and "in" are involved in the production of new
adjective-like predicates in contemporary Japanese through language borrowing.
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