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Toward an explanation of the properties of semantically light verbs in terms of
a process-oriented theory of grammar
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This research has the following crucial findings. (1) PathPPs appear
frequently and without any cooccurring verb at the very early stages of language acquisition and
later. As such, PathPPs function as predicates that express change of location. Most of the relevant

utterances are requests to move something and thus are implicitly causative. Verbs appear later
than PathPPs. The first verbs that appear with PathPPs are semantically light verbs such as put,
take, turn, and so on. They do not directly contribute to the meaning of change of location. The
next verbs that appear are manner verbs such as those in pull it away and throw it down. The third
verbs are need, want and the like. (2) Most of the first PathP that appear are telic (in, on, off,
etc.). Atelic ones such as around and along are infrequent and, if any, are adverbial modifiers of
verbs, not predicates.
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