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The present study has attempted to bridge the gap between generative grammar

as a descriptive and theoretical study of human language and biolinguistics as the study of
biological foundations of human language and its origins and evolution, by incorporating the results
of each endeavor to the other. On the biolinguistic side, the evolutionary precursor of the
fundamental syntactic computational operation ‘ Merge’ has been explored, and relevant
considerations have been applied to an account of concrete phenomena such as transitivity
alternation. On the theoretical side, given that the evolution of lexical items have been left
largely untouched, the evolution of lexical and functional categories has been discussed on the
basis of their theoretical studies. As a result, the possibility has emerged that the evolution of
syntax and that of the lexicon have been closely intertwined with each other, contrary to the
popular supposition otherwise.
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