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The aim of this study is to consider the event modification in the English
noun phrases composed of [Adj-N], clarifying the correspondence between form and meaning and Its
regularities. This study elaborates the semantic and discourse characteristics of some instances of
the noun phrases involved in event modification: (i) the noun phrases where an adjective has a
modification relation with a common noun; (ii) the noun phrases where an adjective modifies a
cup/glass of N; (iii) the cognate object constructions; in spoken language, (iv) the noun phrases
where some constituents are omitted; (v) the repetitive noun phrases. Finally, all of the instances
in question are systematically explained on the basis of the correlation between some principles of
event construals (the principles of iconicity and the figure-background combinations) and the
frequencies of the instances.
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