©
2016 2018

tough

An Empirical Approach to the Historical Syntactic Development of the Tough
Construction

Nakagawa, Naoshi

2,400,000
tough be
get become
be 1400 tough
be
tough

tough
tough

It is widely pointed out that the “ be” passive is not acceptable in the
infinitival clause of the “ tough” construction (tough clause, henceforth), while “ get” or “
become” passives are relatively acceptable there. Taking this fact into account, it is interesting
that the “ be” passive was acceptable in the tough clause around the 15th century. These facts can

be accounted for by assuming the syntactic category of the tough clause has been vP since the 15th
century, while the syntactic category of the "be™ in the passive has changed from V to Aux after the
15th century.
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(1) a. *John is easy to be deceived.
b.  They are easy to become tobacco-addicted.
C. Why some author's themes are easy to get approved?
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