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Acquisition of Japanese Pronunciation by Russian Native Speakers: for
Constructing the Second Language Acquisition Theory
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A longitudinal study was conducted on acquisition of Japanese pronunciation
by Russian native speakers. The analysis revealed the features and tendency of pronunciation
unnaturalness in each level of learner®s Japanese ability. The unnaturalness of Japanese
pronunciation was categorized into seven groups, which are “ rhythm” , * sound quality” , *“
intonation” , “ stress” , “ vowel devoicing” , “ pause” and “ others” . In addition, the

longitudinal study indicated that it is difficult for Russian learners to acquire Japanese speech
rhythm and sound quality.
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