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The mechanism of the acquisition of rhythm at the lexical level
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i This ﬁro'ect_set_out to develop a theory of acquisition of second
language lexical rhythm through the longitudinal investigation and description of learner

production.
27 Chinese beginning learners of Japanese provided information on their working memory through

the listening span test and their perceptual learning styles at the onset of the study and then the
lexical rhythm production of high-frequency words, low-frequency words, and non-words was measured
at three different times over the period of a year by both a picture description task and a
repetition task. The production was recorded, extracted into Praat, segmented, and then nPVI

calculated, and the lexical rhythm was analyzed. o i i
The results demonstrated that known words and non-words exhibited different productive rhythm

patterns, and so it is likely that lexical rhythm is acquired on a word-by-word basis, rather than a
series of universal rules.
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