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The present study had three-fold purposes: (1) to understand the current

situation regarding graduate-level academic English education in Japan; (2) to implement a
graduate-level English course across disciplines at Osaka Prefecture University (OPU); and (3) to
develop a model for a graduate-level English curriculum. Findings showed that there was a great deal
of diversity in the content of different graduate English courses across universities. Regarding
the OPU English course, genre approach (e.g., Hyland, 2004b, 2007), which focuses on explicit
teaching of structural and linguistic features of research papers, turned out to be effective.
Moreover, an ecological perspective (Tudor, 2003) adds to successful implementation of the course by
emphasizing the teaching and learning context. Based on these findings, an educational model was
proposed for future implementation of a graduate-level English course for students from diverse
disciplines.
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