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A sociological and linguistic approach to teaching English to Japanese students
through realizing specific "rebuilt traditions® in modern English-speaking
societies
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Brown and Levinson

Our research strongly suggests that the principles of proper verbal behavior

in modern society has developed as a result of * rebuilt traditions’ in modernity as opposed to
those in premodern society. This means that it is difficult to assume the existence of timeless and
universal criteria for language propriety, and that Brown and Levinson’ s politeness theory is a
valid tool only for analyzing polite conversation in modern languages. The politeness theory is
rather useful because of mentioning diverse cultural differences in language usage showing good
manners. A great diversity of language propriety in modernity is nothing but a manifestation of
difference in recreation of tradition among various modern societies. Speakers influenced by
specific * rebuild traditions’ cannot easily understand quite different polite usage of a different
modern language. It is significant for a Japanese speaker studying English to realize * rebuild
traditions’ in modern English-speaking societies.
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