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Longitudinal study of English learning motivation among Japanese college
students: Utilizing dynamic system theories

Kikuchi, Keita

2,600,000

18 22

In this project, varieties of individual motivational and societal factors
among Japan college students learning English were studied. After the analysis of qualitative data
obtained from a 4-year longitudinal study, it was found that participants appeared not to keep the
motivation to study English for a long time due to their engagement with circle activities and
part-time jobs. Towards the end of the 4-year period, in some cases, obtaining a high score on
English certification tests could become a strong motivator. However, an analysis using Complex
Dynamic Systems framework, indicated that that motivator did not become an attractor to change their

system to motivate themselves to become an English user who wants to use English for a global

society. Based on the findings, implications for the curriculum development and pedagogical practice
were also explored.
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L2 Criterion Measure
(Mot), ldeal L2 Self (1ds), Ought-to L2 Self (Ots), Attitudes to Learning English (AttL),
Instrumentality-Promotion (InPrm), Instrumentality-Prevention (InPrv), Cultural

Interest (Cl) and Attitudes to the L2 community (AttC)
Dynamic Ensemble (Hiver and Al Hoorie,

2016) 7 (1. Context, 2. Systemic networks, 3. Dynamic process, 4. Emergent
outcomes, 5. Components, 6. Interactions, 7. Parameters)
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