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That"s what... this though

Firstly, this research, making use of spoken corpora, contributed to the
study of spoken grammar of English by describing linguistic structures and expressions that reflect
interactive features of speech. | dealt with structures and expressions such as syntactic expansions

by listeners, demonstrative clefts such as "that"s what...", introductory "this™ in conversational
storytelling, utterance-final "though”, and left dislocation called "tail". 1 showed how these
linguistic expressions perform their own discourse and pragmatic functions in spontaneous
conversation.

Secondly, applying the linguistic study of spoken English to English teaching, | explored how spoken
corpora can be used in language activities and textbooks to raise awareness of interactive features
of speech. 1 showed how significant it is for learners of English to be be well aware of the

spontaneous, interactive use of language in conversation.
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B: Yes | mean | aways <,> I’m very frightened of losing him so <,,> Yeah | was sort sort of
asking him again
A: Yes <,> Cos you want to get back together <,>



(International Corpus of English: Great Britain, SLA-050)
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That’swhat ...
That’s what | thought. / That’s how | spent summer vacation.
that’s what... 13
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| saw in the news. There was this woman in Peru. She woke up after ten years.

(Desperate Housewives, S3, E1)
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S0654: you’re wearing red mum that’s a lucky colour
S0653: mm yesah

S0654: | don’t think | have a red necklace though
S0655: wow you’re really lucky mum (Spoken BNC2014: SXPW)
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S0653: that’sin Back to the Future aswell that songisn’t it? (Spoken BNC2014: SZFG)
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