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The Analysis of Speaking Activities of English Textbooks in Japan using
Task-likeness
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We investigated how speaking activities of English textbooks differ in terms
of task-likeness. The results showed that one textbook was rated the most task-likely of all, and

it became more task-likely as the grade goes up. Some textbooks were, moreover, rated low
task-likely, and this indicated that task-likeness was not considered when speaking activities of
some textbooks were made.
Compared between classes conducted a speaking activity of an English textbook and a speaking task we
arranged, students expressed more opinion in English while the speaking task than while the
speaking activity of the English textbook. Moreover, students had chance to speak English longer
while the speaking task than while the speaking activity of the English textbook. This results
indicated that task-likeness was important when we conducted speaking activities.
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