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This exploratory study investigated EFL reading in Japan as an ecological
system in social contexts, focusing on strategy use, motivation, and beliefs. So far, the main theme
of L2 reading research has been L2 readers’ cognitive and affective aspects, or comprehension
processes and motivation. Social contexts of L2 reading have not been included in most studies, if
in any at all. In this study, the relationships of students® strategy use, motivation, and beliefs
with some socioenvironmental factors were examined using structural equation models and a
combination of cluster analysis and ANOVA. Results showed the strong possibility that students® EFL
reading as an ecological system is affected in social contexts and that social beliefs are more
influential than the other socioenvironmental factors on their motivation to read English. These
findings support the validity and necessity of including social contexts in L2 reading research,
providing a more comprehensive understanding.
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