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In this research, seven sets of picture prompts (sequences of 6 pictures)
for eliciting utterances from English learners were developed. Each set consisted of two parallel
pictures, and the prompt difficulty was controlled by the existence of a background story and a
twist (unexpected happening). Utterances elicited by these prompts were evaluated by two human
raters based on two criteria; content and comprehensibility, and the scores were analyzed with IRT.
The results showed that the difficulty of these sets were distributed as we had expected though
there was some overlap. The present research indicates that it is possible to pre-assign difficult
to a picture prompt in the process of its development and that the difficulty can be intentionally
controlled to some extent.
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