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The primary purposes of the present study were to examine Japanese
university students® ability to read a text in English and write a summary of it in English and to
develop summarization instruction materials for university-level English writing education in Japan.

Through combining a variety of quantitative and qualitative research methods, this study examined
the validity of analytic rating scales for assessing summary writing performance as well as the
consistency of scores assigned by raters to learner-produced summaries based on those rating scales.

The study also identified characteristics of the process and product of Japanese university
students’ summary writing performance. Summarization instruction materials developed as part of
this study were compared against an existing second language academic writing course textbook in
terms of the effects on learners® summary writing performance as well.
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