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We have developed a rubric to assess the performance of first- and
second-year Japanese medical students taking patient histories in English. Our rubric consists of
the following dimensions: 1. Spoken English Proficiency (SEP) to evaluate fluency and accuracy in
speaking English; 2. Communication and Interpersonal Skills (CIS) to evaluate empathy for building
rapport with patients; and 3. Sequence of Questions (S0Q) to evaluate responsiveness for digging
into a patient"s story. The first two sections were based on scoring subcomponents used in the USMLE

Step 2 Clinical Skills, and the third section was especially designed for the purpose of assessing
pre-clinical medical students. SOQ only focuses on data-gathering skills, without requiring mature
clinical knowledge that is necessary to narrow down a possible diagnosis.
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