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The evolution and succession of "text on martial strategy " in medieval Japan:
Focusing on the instruction of sacred books to laypeople and its actual status

FUKUSHIMA, KANEHARU
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Under what circumstances was a "text on martial strategy® formed in medieval

Japan? And through what kind of human network was it passed down as traditional text? To answer
these questions, research has been done about the following three items using the documents in
Shimadzu and Ganjo-ji temple, the Sagara family’ s temple.1)The discovery and introduction of the
text which looks like the sacred teaching of esoteric Buddihism.2)The secret style of the initiation
to laypeople by a master.3)The character and content of the medieval text.Through this examination,

clarification was made as to the initiation style of the text taken by a master to teach laypeople
at a secret religious ceremony. Moreover, the accumulated sacred text became the support systtem of
Daimyo family for his ruling of retainers and the ﬁeople of his domain. Also as seen in the case of
Bussetsu-kyuho- daranikyo, possessed by Sagara Yoshihi, the “ text on martial strategy " helped
daimyo maintain their ruling power
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