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Traffic Revolution in 91th Century and Modern Japan
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This study reexamined the historical significance of the opening of Japan
and its ports at the end of the Edo period. It also clarified, from a viewpoint of diplomatic
history, that the opening of Japan played an essential role in the establishment and progress of the

traffic revolution in the middle of the 19th century.The opening of Japan not only met the
individual interests of the United States in the establishment of trans-Pacific steamship routes but
also realised the globalisation of the world by providing traffic routes around the earth. Besides,
Japan, which was the only country in East Asia to produce the amount of coal at that time, which
promoted the maintenance and expansion of the ocean liner service linking Europe, the United States,
and East Asia and fulfilled the function of strengthening globalisation.

In sum, Japan®s opening of the country and ports were inextricably linked with the formation of

the World System in 19th century.
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