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This paper examines the ideological structure of constitutionalism in modern

Japan by exploring various events related to sovereignty and human rights. During this process, it
focuses on individuals, ethics/morality, and war/colonization as conditions that make
constitutionalism effective. As a result, the characteristics of modern Japanese constitutionalism
are clarified from the viewpoints of (1) how the trend of the revival of religious rites arising
from the social situation resulting from the Onin War led to the “ Decree for the Restoration of
Imperial Rule,” which promised constitutional governance; (2) the process through which pre-war
constitutionalism turned into post-war international constitutionalism, which centered on pacifism,
during the interaction with the nationality policy theorx and world wars. Furthermore, this paper
also suggests that constitutional order in modern Japan had been formed by a strained relationship
with something “ out of the ordinary.”
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