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In the 19th-century history of the United Sates, the story of American
encounter with the Pacific Ocean often ends with her triumph over other nations in trade, war, and
diplomacy. But fear and aspiration for the future which the Americans projected on their vision of

the unknown Pacific Ocean have not been fully examined.

This study, drawing on the critical reexamination of 19th-century American maritime history,
successfully reveals the process of how the Americans developed, and painstakingly corrected, their
understanding of the Pacific world, through the close reading of various kinds of primary sources,
collected at NARA (National Archives and Research Administration), LC (Library of Congress), New

York Historical Society, and Harvard University libraries.
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