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Rethinking the Bureaucracy in Old Regime France: tries to abolish the venality
of offices in the Marechaussee
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By homing in on the marechaussee, royal special court and mounted police, 1
studied reasons why the Crown could abolish the venality of offices, system rooted deeply in Old
Regime France. | analyzed the meaning of the partial abolishment of the venality realized by a
reorganization of the marechaussee in 1720 and put stress on its importance in the royal policy
against the venality. It was difficult to examine Crown"s intentions to abolish the venality
completely in the marechaussee in 1778. These results have been published in 2019 in my book
entitled "Rethinking the system of government under the French absolute monarchy".
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W. Doyle, La vénalité (Paris,
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