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Military Medicine and its information distribution to locals and
colonies--malaria control in the early twentieth century United States
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Studies have shown that medical practices and eXﬂeriments during the
Spanish-American war of 1898 taught the military physicians lessons on the effectiveness and
limitation of typhoid vaccination and the yellow fever control. This study explored the distribution
of information on medical practice and environmental control in the military forces and camps, and
investigated how the information was used both in the United States and its newly obtained colonies.
I found that the effectiveness on and techniques of smallpox vaccination was shared in southern
states, and state public health officials tried to deal with the smallpox epidemic from 1898 to
1904, along with other states” experiences. On the other hand, the mosquito control techniques to

curtail yellow fever and malaria were not much shared because of the difficulties of political
persuasion to win the budget allocation.
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1. “A Drive for Community Health Work: The Rockefeller Sanitary Commission and Local
Public Health Experts in the American South, 1909-1916,”
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