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A hi?torical study on the social exclusion of Swiss civil society and mobile
people
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Between 1926 and 1973 approximately 600 Jenish (mobile people) children were
taken from their parents and placed in foster care at private homes or public institutions by the
“ Aid Organization for Children of the Country Road (Hilfswerk fuer Kinder der Landstrasse)” of the
Swiss Youth Welfare Foundation. This historically study considered the social and ideological
background of this activities and the reason why the civil society has received this activities
without criticism and has long accepted it.
As a result, it was cleared, that through this activities and its propaganda, the negative
impression of Jenish has been consolidated und disseminated. It became also clear that there is
similarity of other children"s welfare projects (such as poor families, single-parent children and
extramarital children).These are the background that the Swiss civil society accepted the project

without criticism until the 1970s.
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1 Sara Galle, Kindswegnahmen. Das ,Das Hilfswerk fiir die Kinder der Landstrasse der Stiftung pro
Juventute im Kontext der Schweizerischen Jugendfiirsorge, Ziirich 2016.
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