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Osteoarchaeological study of medieval Kikai islanders

Takenaka, Masami
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More than three hundred and fifty human skeletal remains, dated from the
11th to the 16th century A.D., were excavated at Tekuzuku archaeological sites, Kikaijima by
Educational Board of Kikai town, were studied osteoarchaeologically. Human skeletal remains
recovered from Tekuzuku sites can help us sex, age and lifetime events such as disease,
physiological stress, injury and violent death, physical activity, tooth use, diet and demographic
history of medieval Kikaljima populations.

Yadon site, Heda and Sanen burial area, Uken village, were excavated by this grant, indicate the
considerable value of human skeletal studies in the reconstruction of Amamioshima societies of

medieval - early modern period.
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Interpriting of human remains in archaeology, problems, old and new
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