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Autonomy and sustainability of oil palm smallholders in tropical Asia
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Based on the field research, we compared the autonomy and sustainability of
oil palm smallholders in Sarawak Malaysia, southern Thailand and southern Philippines. In Malaysia,
smallholders have become conscious about land use through plantation development and penetration of
various certification systems. In southern Thailand, oil palm production by smallholders is more
important than plantation, and advanced farming practices are being conducted in combination with
other crops, utilizing various support systems from the government. In the southern Philippines,
although oil palms have the meaning of poverty reduction, it is difficult to shift from
coconut-centered land use. The position of oil palms concerning smallholding differs greatly
depending on the social and economic situation in each area.
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