©
2016 2019
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Japan_adopted modern civil procedure from Germany (Meiji Civil Procedure
Code (1891)), which has been believed to be “ literal translation” of German Civil Procedure Code

(1879). However, Japan has had so much difficulty in understanding German legal practice and its
backgrounds.

In this research | tried to make clear real situation of civil procedure under Meiji Code
(1891-1929), how legal practitioners felt about it and its backgrounds, using as sources legal
periodical Horitsu Shimbun and practical manuals for attorneys and laymen. | took up especially
jJudge’ s directive powers for fixing issues and proof-taking, especially exercised orally.
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