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The applicability and effectiveness of the article 8 of the European Convention
of human rights in the field of bioethics
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The aim of my research is to analyze and make clear the effectiveness of
the article 8 of the European Convention of human rights in the field of bioethics. This article
concerns the right to respect for private life, but it has not been clear so far whether it is
applicable to cases of medical assistance for reproduction or to cases of terminal care. The
European Court of human rights (ECHR) has recently judged that the notion of “ private life” should

include the right to personal autonomy, especially the right to self-determination, which
constituted the base of decisions made by applicants in the field of bioethics. However, the
protection of this right depends on whether the respondent State should be afforded a wide margin of
appreciation in this sphere. It is so important that the control of the ECHR to verify if the
State strike a fair balance between the competing interests in the present case and if there is no
appearance of a failure to respect the applicant’ right.
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