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Japan®s agricultural protectionist policies have been considered to be
products of the clientalistic relationship among politicians, bureaucrats, and farmers. However,
protectionist policies had existed decades before such relationship emerged in the postwar period.
Why were such policies introduced in prewar Japan? This research analyzed policymaking process in
prewar Japan applying constructivist institutionalist approach. It argues that prewar Japanese
agricultural policies were a product of policy ideas of agricultural bureaucrats. The idea was
called “ shono shugi,” which was developed by them combining Western academic knowledge and
traditional Japanese agricultural philosophy. Also, it was further developed by agricultural
bureaucrats reflecting their social construction of economic environment surrounding Japanese
agriculture in the later periods. Those policies and institutions based on shono shugi became the

foundation of postwar Japanese agriculture.
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