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The project ascribes the strengthening of political ties among liberal
democracies and among illiberal autocracies, and the consequent regional rivalry between the two
types of regimes to the efforts by liberal democracies to export free enterprise and market
institutions to developing countries.

Since the 1990s in Europe and the 2000s in the Asia-Pacific, and particularly after the collapse of
the WTO Doha Round negotiations, key liberal democracies--the US, the EU, and Japan--have been
negotiating with developing countries "deep" economic partnership agreements that protect investment
by multinational cooperation and promote reforms to liberalize market institutions. One party
authoritarian regimes, which rely on state control of corporate governance and market activities to
maintain power, cannot join these agreements and hence seek political and economic ties with
likeminded authoritarian leaders. As a result, we see reglional groupings centered on democracies
and autocracies.
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