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We investigated the actual conditions and the governance structure of the
metropolitan areas in Germany. The fundamental aims of those is to improve competitiveness as
response to globalization. The metropolitan areas were positioned as motors of social, economic,
welfare and cultural development. Not only public administrations (state and local governments) but
economic or civic groups etc. participate in the organizations and activities of the metropolitan
areas in various forms. It is important to control and coordinate those mutual relationship. In
Germany, the governance structure of metropolitan areas is rich in variety. We concentrated our
research on the legal basis, spatial boundaries, members and those relationship, method of decision
making, main fields of activity etc. and considered the governance structures and those effects.
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