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This research aims to investigate the tradition of "virtue politics” in the
16-17 centuries” humanistic political thought. I traced the reception of Lucretius in the Italian
Renaissance, through which I verified how atomism, hedonism, and primitivism of ancient
non-political Epicureanism became politicized in Machiavelli. 1 also examined how atomism and
Christian theology are associated in Gassendi.
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