©
2016 2018

A Study on the Political Process of the 2000 Decentralization
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This research explored why decentralization reforms had been realized in
1990s despite several failures of similar attempts in the previous decades, and identified three
reasons. (1)The ideas and discourse in the late 1980s and early 1990s, stressing the necessity of
promoting ‘ real richness’ rather than economic richness, which crystallized into the final report
of Dai-sanji Gyokakushin(The Third Special Council for Administrative Reforms), legitimatized the
agenda of decentralization reforms and made possible the coalition between the business and Chiho
Roku Dantai(the six local government associations). (2)A top-level advisory council, Chiho Bunken
Suishin linkai(Decentralization Commission), was created under Murayama Coalition Government, and
Chiho Roku Dantai and their sympathizers took control of the commission, by occupying the majority
of the members. (3)The two factors mentioned above made the reforms realized despite the existence
of the stubborn sub-government structure.
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