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A Study on modern historical significance of economic idea of mutual aid in
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The purpose of this research is to elucidate how the idea of mutual aid in
modern Japan and the historical experience of the social movement for living and community
improvement envisioned from it contributes to the contemporary ideological situation. Specifically,
I focused on Toyohiko Kagawa"s deepening of cooperative thought and its social activities through
the prewar and postwar periods, and clarified through literature and field research that the idea
and organization of consumer cooperatives had become established in Japan. The results were
published as "The Economy of Hope: Toyohiko Kagawa"s Essay on Cooperative Life" (2018) and "Toyohiko

Kagawa: Mutual Help and Fraternity Education and Business"™ (2020). Next, | researched Sontoku
Ninomiya®s hotoku theory as the source of cooperative thought. The results will be published as "
Hotoku Thought and Its Development"(2023).
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