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In this research, the structure of Tohoku automobile cluster has been
clarified by questionnaire survey and interview survey. The following points were clarified by this
research. (1) The factory that has advanced to Tohoku is a branch factory with a weak
decision-making function, and its main business is mass production. Therefore, the function of
deciding suppliers and sellers is weak. (2) Local companies are entering the automobile industry
through introductions. (3) Policy measures have an important meaning in providing basic information
in matching between companies. As for Tohoku automobile clusters, transactions within the region
are increasing. From this point, it can be said that automobile clustering is developing. However,
the R&D function is weak in the division of labor between clusters.
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