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The child poverty rate has been increasing in Japan since the mid-1980s, and
remains relatively high compared with other developed economies. Though it is common to measure
poverty by income, there are both theoretical and empirical advantages for using consumption to
evaluate differences in living standards. In consequence, the purpose of this study is to use
household data to analyze the current status and desirability of poverty indicators, with particular
focus on child poverty rate in Japan.
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