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Family policy and relationship between children and time allocation of couples

Yoshida, Chizu
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From 1991 to 2006 among a husband and a wife aged under 50 in Japan, the
ratio of working wives increased, and the available amount of time used for housework and child care
tended to decrease. When a wife worked longer, a husband increased statistically significantly his
housework and child care time, though his increase was only several minutes per weekday. His wife
reduced her housework and child care time according to her longer working time. Total labor time of
working hours, housework and childcare time was hardly the difference in husband and wife. It is
difficult for a husband to increase the housework and child care time. The results of multivariate
analyses show statistically significant positive relationship between wife"s perceived utility of
having a child and the birth probability.

These results show the importance to promote the policy balancing with family life.
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