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In this research, we aimed to clarify the issue of labor supply to the
primary commodities production sector in the 19th century, taking up historical cases mainly in
Southeast Asia. In W. A. Lewis"s research, which is the main premise of this research, external
factors such as migration from India and China to Southeast Asia since the 1870s were emphasized as
labor supply sources, but in this research, we focus on an internal factor, that is population
growth in Southeast Asia, mainly island parts. We highlighted the phenomenon of remarkable
population growth since the early 19th century. The development of primary commodities export and
the accompanying development of commerce in this region led to an increase of fertility rate. It
could be considered that population growth during this period was nothing but “ extensive growth” .
We believe that we are able to raise these issues as stylized facts.
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