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The rice import into Japan from Burma, French-Indochina, and Thailand: 1880s -
1940s

OMAMEUDA, Minoru
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In Japan, the consumption of staple food (ricea increased from about 1890.
The shortage could not be compensated by the supply from the colony. Therefore the import of rice
from Southeast Asia (Burma, French Indochina, and Thailand) became essential. The purpose of this
study is to examine the rice import.
Since 1890s, the shortage of rice became constant. The government intervened in the futures market,
imported rice and disposed it off. As a result, the rice imports increased sharply. And, before and
after the Rice Riot (1918), the supply conditions of foreign rice production areas were unstable by
WWI and the poor crops. Therefore, Japanese diplomats, who resided in production areas, and the
Japanese Government negotiated to promote the imports. As a result, the imports by trading companies
also increased. However, in the Wartime, the rice import conditions were lost. As the shortage was
not compensated, the serious food crisis occurred at the end of WWII.
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1930 111 0| 1.090 0 0 0] 1.201 5167 | 2185 7,352 8554
1931 111 0 T28 0 0 0 B39 7992 [ 2699 | 10,691 11,530
1932 107 1 B9 0 0 191 1019 TA19E [ 3419 | 10617 ] 11636
1933 a5 4 911 0 0 0 850 TH3z2 | 4217 | 11,748 ] 12699
1934 0 26 0 0 0 20 46 BO53 | 5124 | 14077 ] 14123
1935 0 11 235 0 0 16 262 8435 [ 4511 | 12946 | 13208
1936 0 12 ib4 ] ] 4 69 84871 AEX4 | 13,785 | 14164
1937 0 11 208 0 0 4 233 6736 | 4856 | 11,592 ] 11815
1938 0 0 ] 0 0 151 151 10149 | 4871 | 15120 ) 15271
1939 0 0 ] 0 98 194 297 5690 [ 3962 9653 9949
1940 1 2929 | 1,893 2802 358 344 | B 3%6 395 | 2784 31791 11.505
1941 0| 3751 2903 | 2916 36 0| 9606 3306 [ 1,970 D276 | 14882
1942 0] 5559 [ 3390 268 0 D] 9.214 5235 [ 1.702 6,937 | 16.151
1943 0| 3719 | 1177 120 0 D] 6016 0| 1.638 1.638 6654
1944 495 3500 [ 1,300 4 800 5,295
1945 1 1421 151 1,572 1573
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