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This research has explored the activities of the Glasgow West India
Association (GWIA), which was established by the group of West India merchants and planters of
Glasgow. The research results include (1) the GWIA engaged in not only the debates on the abolition
of slavery, but also a number of other subjects related to the West India trade,(2) in the debates
over the equalization of the duties on West-India and East-India sugars, both the West India
interests and the East India interests in Glasgow actively lobbied government officials and

politicians, and (3) in the 1830s, the West India interests still held strong influence on the local
politics and business community in Glasgow.
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