©
2016 2019

An Empirical Study on the Evolutionary Paths and Development of Capabilities of
Local Asian Second Tier Automotive Parts Suppliers-

Akabane, Jun

3,400,000

2018

Trailblazing studies on capability assessments of automotive parts suppliers
were undertaken by Dr. Banri Asanuma (Asanuma, 1989, 1997). Characteristically, his research pays
attention to suppliers’ product design capability, and the formularization of the development of
suppliers through progress from works based on supplied drawings to those based on approved
drawings. However, many local parts suppliers in Thailand and China, which are the subjects of our
study are second tier suppliers primarily processing for remuneration or contracting for assembly
works. Therefore, if we evaluate them with Asanuma’ s framework, it leads to the conclusion that
most of them remain at the stage of working on supplied drawings. However, we have witnessed, during
our visit survey, many long-standing suppliers without product design capability. In order to
resolve this issue, we introduce a new evaluation framework to correctly assess the characteristics
of such local parts suppliers for our study.
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