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The purpose of this study is to explore the evidence of (1) the probability

of firms" tax avoidance and the downward convergence trend of national statutory tax rates and firms
effective tax rates, and (2) value added distribution to stakeholders. This research employs
exploratory data analysis using interactive data manipulation and visualization tools, namely, R
with SparkR, dplyr, ggplot2, and googleVis packages. This analysis is based on the world-scale
accounting data of all listed firms from 148 countries spanning 30 years. The originality of this
study are (1) A novel methodology is adopted through the visualization of world-scale accounting
data, which can facilitate a new perspective, revealing unexpected patterns and trends in otherwise
hidden information, and (2) this study also highlights the importance of global consideration of
firms® tax avoidance, tax rate competition, and the changing trend of value added distribution using

objective evidence.
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