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Currently, Japan®s local policies are based on the logic of "selection and
concentration”, which involves intensive investment in local governments that can contribute to the
nation. These local policies have made local governments obliged to contribute to the nation.In
particular, Nago-city, Ishigaki-city, Miyakojima-city and Yonaguni-cho in Okinawa Prefecture, which
have been asked to contribute to the national defense by accepting new U.S. and SDF bases, have been

forced to allow the construction of military bases even though they know they will endanger local
residents. As a result, local governments are unable to fulfill their original role of promoting the
welfare of their residents. Local policies based on the logic of "choice and concentration™” will
not improve the welfare of the residents.
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