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An empirical study of inheritance in today"s Japan
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This study aims at anal¥zing inheritance in Japan today in relation to other
aspects of intergenerational relationships including residential arrangements and support
exchanges. The finding from the analysis is that intergenerational relationships in Japan today are
not straightforwardly guided by one principle. Intergenerational relationships as a whole consist of
various different relations, which include emphases on the husband®s side of the family vs. on the
wife"s side of the family; on the male heir vs. on the female heir vs. equal distribution of
responsibilities or resources.
A reason for such multidimensional relationships could be that people make adjustments so as to keep
a balance in intergenerational relationships between the traditional inclination toward
prioritizing the husband"s side of the family or the male heir and the recent tendency toward
emphasizin? the wife"s side of the family or the female heir or equal distribution of
responsibilities or resources.
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